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BANANA SHIRE COUNCIL

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR
NEV FERRIER
Rural and regional communities are a tremendous place to live, work
and play and one of the key factors that make them such terrific areas to
call home are the myriad of community, cultural and sporting groups that
provide valuable facilities and services.
These groups do not survive without the generous time and energy
invested into them by volunteers.
These volunteers go about their work, knowing they are contributing
towards the betterment of their communities. They do what they do
because they have a passion for their pursuits and they want others to be
able to also enjoy the activities they love. Never do they seek out personal
recognition.
But it is important that volunteers – the champions of our communitiesreceive some recognition and reward for their efforts.
The Banana Shire Australia Day Awards are just one way the value of
these volunteers are celebrated.
We all know many people who go above and beyond for their communities
or their committees, and I encourage everybody to take the time to
nominate an individual and/or group for these awards.
Winning an award is a remarkable achievement, but being nominated is
also a significant reward and proves to the volunteer that their efforts are
greatly appreciated.
Kind regards
Nev Ferrier

2022 Community Event of the Year representatives for Walking Together with the Star of Taroom
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AWARD CATEGORIES
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

Recognising exceptional contribution, leadership or achievement by individuals aged 19 years or older
at 26 January 2023.

YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

Recognising exceptional contribution, leadership or achievement by young individuals aged 18 years or
under at 26 January 2023.

CULTURAL

Recognising exceptional contribution and achievement by individuals within the arts and cultural sector
aged 19 years or older at 26 January 2023.

JUNIOR CULTURAL

Recognising exceptional contribution and achievement by young individuals within the arts and cultural
sector aged 18 years or under at 26 January 2023.

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Recognising the contribution and dedication of volunteers within the Shire. Nominations may be for an
individual of any age.

SENIOR SPORTSPERSON

Recognising exceptional sporting achievement by individuals aged 19 years or older at 26 January
2023.

JUNIOR SPORTSPERSON

Recognising exceptional sporting achievement by young individuals aged 18 years or under at 26
January 2023.

SPORTS COACH, OFFICIAL AND/OR ADMINISTRATOR

Recognising the contribution and leadership of individual sports coach, officials or administrators of any
age.

COMMUNITY GROUP OR TEAM

Recognising exceptional contribution and achievement of local community groups and teams. 50% of
members must reside within the Banana Shire.

COMMUNITY EVENT OF THE YEAR

Recognising the success of local community led, public events throughout the Banana Shire. Events
must be held between November 2021 - November 2022.
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AWARD NOMINATIONS
Nominations for the Banana Shire Australia Day Awards may be submited by individuals, groups
or organisations. Self nominations are also accepted. Nominations are recieved via the dedicated
nomination form.
INFORMATION TO PREPARE
l Outline any contribution the nominee has made to the local community
l Outline any personal goals or achievements of the nominee
l Outline any difficulties or sacrifices the nominee has made to achieve their goals (past or future)
l Any other relevant information
Optional Support Material examples:
l Press clippings
l Awards/certificates
l References or support letters
NOMINATION FORMS
Download: www.banana.qld.gov.au/community/australia-day
Copies:
Pinted copies are available at Banana Shire Council administration centres and libraries.
SUBMITTING A NOMINATION
Please return completed nominations forms and any supporting documentation to Banana Shire Council
via post, email or in person by 5:00pm 18 November 2022.
POST
Australia Day Awards
Banana Shire Council
PO Box 412
BILOELA QLD 4715

EMAIL
enquiries@banana.qld.gov.au
with subject line:
‘Australia Day Awards
Nomination’

IN PERSON
Biloela: 62 Valentine Plains Road
Taroom: 18 Yaldwyn Street
Moura: 43-47 Gillespie Street
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION & NOMINATION TIPS
AWARD CATEGORIES
l Select the award category you would like to
submit a nomination for and indicate the award
category on the nomination form
l Please select one award category only
l Please complete only one nomination per form
l Nominees can be nominated for more than
one award category, please submit additional
form/s if nominating the same person for multiple
categories.
l Nomination forms without a category selected
will not be eligible for consideration.
NOMINEES
l Nominees must either reside in the Banana
Shire or make a significant contribution to the
Banana Shire Community.
l Nominees must be an actual person, team
or event. Nominations for animals will not be
accepted.
l Consult with the nominee to verify the
information and to check if there is anything further
that could be added.
l Please note that all nominees will be required
to sign the consent section on the nomination form
acknowledging they accept the nomination and
agree for their personal information to be shared.
This can be completed at the time of submitting a
nomination or if the nominator wishes, the nominee
can be contacted at a later date by Council.
l Please note all nominees will be contacted,
invited to the presentation of the awards and be
presented with a Certificate of Nomination bearing
the name of the Nominator.

2022 Citizen of the Year Robert Price cutting the cake at
the 2022 Australia Day Celebrations in Biloela
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TIMELINE OF NOMINEE ACHIEVEMENTS
l Individual Nominations: The timeline for
achievements is not limited to within the previous
twelve months, achievements over a period of time
may be included in the nomination.
l Community Event of the Year nominations are
limited to events taking place between November
2021 - November 2022.

AWARD SELECTION
l The nomination form and supporting material
will be used by an assessment panel to score the
nomination against set criteria to determine the
award winner. The panel can only assess on the
information provided.
l The Banana Shire Australia Day Awards are
assessed by a panel of community members and
one Councillor. Each year, the assessment panel
changes.

AWARDS CEREMONY
2023 HOST COMMUNITY: JAMBIN
Each year the official Banana Shire Australia Day celebrations are hosted in a different town throughout
the Banana Shire on Australia Day, 26 January. Banana Shire Council works with this community to host
the Australia Day Awards ceremony and a fun day out for families.
In 2023 the Jambin community will host the Shire's official Australia Day celebrations. Keep an eye out
for adveritising as the details for this event are confirmed. All nominees are invited to attend the Awards
ceremony and will be recognised for their nomination with a certificate.
CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY
Banana Shire Council hosts a Citizenship ceremony as part of the official Australia Day Awards ceremony
on 26 January each year. Welcoming new citizens is a special and memorable occasion for Banana
Shire residents and an important part of the awards ceremony.

ENQUIRIES & ASSISTANCE
For further information regarding the Banana Shire Australia Day celebrations or for
assistance in completing a nomination, please contact Council's Australia Day Working Group.
Phone: 07 4992 9500
Email: enquiries@banana.qld.gov.au
Website: www.banana.qld.gov.au/community/australia-day

Gaangalu Nation member playing the didgeridoo as part of the official ceremony
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2022 AUSTRALIA DAY AWARD RECIPIENTS
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Robert Price
Robert has lived in Baralaba all his life and cares deeply for his town and community. Six months after joining the Baralaba Fire
Station, Robert Price was assigned Captain of the Fire Brigade, now known as Qld Fire and Emergency Services, and has held
this role for the past 35 years. He has seen countless fires, road accidents and saved many people’s lives. Robert’s altruism is
endless within his community from fundraising events to personally helping out community members during difficult times.
Robert is a keen fisherman and President of the Recreation and Fish Stocking Group and has been running the popular Saratoga
Fishing Competition for the past 25 years which attracts over 250 people each year.

YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Caitlyn Boothby
Caitlin Boothby is a studious and determined young woman who has worked hard in her schoolwork and for her community. She
is an active member of the Biloela Netball Association – playing, coaching and umpiring – serving as a wonderful role model for
younger players. In 2021, Caitlin was the winner of the QMEA (Queensland Minerals and Energy Academy) Exceptional Female
Student of the Year. She also served on the Queensland Student Advisory Committee. Caitlin entered the Miss Callide Valley
Showgirl in 2021, to lift the profile of the local agricultural show, and won the competition.

CULTURAL AWARD
Susan Cook
As an artist in the Iman tribe and Wardingarri Corporation, Susan Cook was responsible for preparing the Wardingarri Keeping
Place in preparation for the arrival of the Star of Taroom, painting a carpet snake mural around the entire premises. Susan,
with her sister Wendy, also organised paintings and storylines to honour all the Iman ancestors. Susan has helped promote the
Taroom area by doing interviews for social media. She has provided NAIDOC Week activities for school children in the Shire and
loves spending time with young ones, getting them interested in cultural art. Susan also supports and exhibits in the Taroom Art
Show.

JUNIOR CULTURAL
Lucy Johnston
Lucy Johnston has given the gift of her music to support many worthy causes, all while completing her secondary studies. She
has volunteered her time to perform both individually and in several bands and ensembles at community and cultural events in
the Shire. Lucy teaches piano to young beginners and gives them a love and appreciation of music. Lucy was awarded the 2021
Most Outstanding Vocalist and/or Instrumentalist Bursary at the Biloela Eisteddfod. She also achieved Honours with Distinction
in her AMEB Piano Grade Eight Exam and completed Fifth Grade Cello with Honours.

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Aileen Trace
Aileen Trace has been a keen supporter of the Endeavour Foundation for nearly four decades. Biloela has been recognised
as the area with the highest Country Fundraising total in Queensland, due in part to Aileen’s tireless efforts. She runs a large
cent sale twice a year, donating all monies to Endeavour, and the funds raised are used to support the local community. Aileen
assisted Endeavour to open their new premises, “The Hub”, in Biloela in 2021, and was able to donate over $90,000 to the local
branch of funds she raised within the community through her hard work and persistence.

SENIOR SPORTSPERSON
No nominations receieved

JUNIOR SPORTSPERSON
Mitchell Hay
While Mitchell (Bill) Hay enjoys participating in various sports, cricket is his obsession. He recently competed in the QLD Premier
Cricket Lord’s Taverner Under-16 Competition as part of the Darling Downs and South West team, the pinnacle of club cricket in
the region. Although still a junior, Mitchell plays in the Chinchilla and District Senior Competition (with the adults). As 2021 school
captain of Taroom State School, he has built relationships with many of the younger children and is a model of responsibility and
work ethic. Mitchell is well-liked and respected by both adults and children in the community
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SPORTS COACH, OFFICIAL AND/OR ADMINISTRATOR
Paul Quarmby
A former professional footballer (soccer) and now a full-time paramedic, Paul Quarmby has made a huge contribution to local
soccer. As Technical Director of Biloela Valleys Football Club in 2021, he ran two school holiday development camps for 70 children from across Central Queensland. He coordinates coaching courses and does extensive administration work for the start of
each soccer season. Paul has been the head coach of Biloela Valleys Football Club Seniors since 2018, seeing the team achieve
incredible success. In 2021, Paul established the Striker Academy for young skilled soccer players from the Banana Shire and
North Burnett region

COMMUNITY GROUP OR TEAM
Rotary Club of Biloela.
The Rotary Club of Biloela works tirelessly to support various charities, organisations and individuals, along with Rotary’s programs. The club members’ hard work annually, on a voluntary basis, has raised funds for such worthy causes as JBoys, mental
health organisations, schools, the local arts scene and countless others. The club organises a number of local events including
the Annual Market Day, Autofeste, the biennial High Tea and biennial Beer and Wine Festival. The club also supports other
organisations to deliver various community events such as the Callide Valley Show, Seniors Christmas Luncheon, Carols by
Candlelight and the Biloela Christmas Festival.

COMMUNITY EVENT OF THE YEAR AWARD
Walking Together with the Star of Taroom
A collaboration between the Taroom Historical Society – Taroom Museum, The Star of Taroom (charity) and Wardingarri Corporation saw the displaced Aboriginal groove stone - the Star of Taroom - repatriated to Iman Country. The 22-day expedition
involved committed volunteers walking the 160kg stone in a specially made cart, with the 500km journey culminating in the Star
being returned to country and a community celebration. The walk highlighted the importance of returning cultural heritage to
country, brought mobs together and helped others heal from past atrocities. The repatriation sparked the Iman people’s largest
return to country in decades.

2020 Community Group or Team Nominees and Mayor Nev Fer-
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